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History of intraoperative neurophysiological monitoring in Korea

Dae-Won Seo’
Department of Neurology, Samsung Medical Center, Sungkyunkwan University School of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

ABSTRACT

Intraoperative neurophysiological monitoring (INM) is one of widely expanding fields as well as one of the effective tools for preventing
intraoperative neurologic injuries. In Korea, the current concept of INM was introduced in 1994. Thereafter, domestic INM has rapidly
developed and caught up with international level. The Korean Society of Intraoperative Neurophysiological monitoring held symposium of
International Society of Intraoperative Neurophysiology in 2016. Nation-widely 74 centers are running INM, and 15 centers perform more
than 100 cases annually. And the unique Korean environment influences hospital-based INM, which is very efficiently service system. Usually
the big centers have the potentials to introduce and provide INM to the surgeons who need and want the INM even though they are unfamiliar
to INM. The bureaucratic surveillance of health insurance corporation and the poor collaboration of surgeon might hinder the development
of INM in Korea, but the future of Korean INM will be bright by the endeavors and ability of Korean neurophysiologists. I describe the
history of Korean INM in past, present and future point of view.
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Fig. 1. The distribution of hospitals, which run INM, according
to the province.
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Fig. 2. The photo of the first symposium of KSION in Seoul. The author (first from the left). Dr. Juhan Kim (the first president of
KSION in the middle), and Dr. Deletis (the president of ISIN, fourth from the right) in the bottom row.
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Table 1. The first generation of executive committee of the
Korean Society of Intraoperative Neurophygiologucal monitoring
(KSION)
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